More than 50 residents attended our 2009 annual meeting January 29 – an excellent turnout! This indicates once again that the people who reside in Sandpiper Isle truly are committed to make this an even better place to live. The 2008 meeting minutes were read and approved at this meeting and will be posted on the bulletin boards, as well as the Sandpiper Isle (www.Sandpiperisle.net) website.  Leaving the Board will be Chuck Russell, who served two terms as vice- president. We thank him for his years of dedication. He will be replaced by Connie Haas.  Bob McCoy, whose term had ended, agreed to stay one more term. And, continuing into their final year terms will be Blair Witt (president), Ken Strumm (vice-president), Robert Curtiss (treasurer) and Bob McCoy (at large). Connie Haas will serve as secretary. Below are a few of the highlights covered at the meeting:

HANDBOOK
The new edition of the Sandpiper Isle handbook has been completed and is now posted on the website Sandpiperisle.net. In addition, an e-mail will be sent to residents with the handbook as an attachment. The 34-page booklet contains virtually everything about our community that one needs to know.  Those who do not have access to the Internet can call Vicki White to receive a hard copy. A limited number have been printed.

BUDGET
The Board outlined significant savings last year on property insurance and moving to a new landscape company. We are still more than $25,000 in arrears due to delinquent Association fees. How we handle those bad debts will be a serious topic of conversation over the next few months.

DUES
It’s not too late to set up an ACH to have your quarterly Association dues paid automatically.  The Board will be considering a $5 quarterly savings for residents participating in the ACH program. Contact Deavers – Ditmar, our CPA firm, to arrange to have your fee automatically paid from your checking account, 992-1973.  The ACH program is safe and best of all once set up, you don’t have to worry about late fees.  Per Deavers, it is easy and quick to stop the automatic process should you wish to do so.  The Board will be reviewing delinquencies at each Board meeting as part of their agenda.  As such, those delinquencies will be identified in all minutes.


CLEANING, MAINTENANCE AND SUCH

A new vendor, DeSantis Cleaning, has been contracted for the clubhouse and all units except the mid-rise.  They began Feb 1,  2009,  with cleaning the clubhouse and pool deck area (herein referred  as “Commons”) on Tuesdays and Thursdays.   Then on an as-needed basis (usually monthly), they will clean the residential units (except mid-rise) that will consist of cleaning doorways, and outside lighting  fixtures.  These tasks will be performed either on Tuesdays or Thursdays when the cleaners are here to do the commons.

In addition to our regular every two month outside spraying, Pursit will be spraying around doorways in May and September for spiders.  Rodent control is done twice a year.  Residents can contact Pursuit on their own should they need spraying for pests inside their unit.  Please contact Pursuit Pest Control @ Phone: 821-4599 (fax 261-2280) or jcurylo438@embarqmail.com."

The painting of the four-plexes will start as soon as it is above 70 degrees and the temperature is expected to stay there.

Driveways that were in dire need have been power washed. The rest will be done in the fall and a budget has been established to be done each fall.
POOL & SPA HEATERS
Troubles with our new pool heater have continued to plague us.  Our maintenance man believes it has been due to human interference – i.e., some unauthorized person attempting to adjust the pool temperature. PLEASE do not handle the heating equipment.  The temperature of the spa should be102 - 04 degrees and pool 86 degrees. The spa heater will also be replaced this week. For issues with the pool or spa, please contact: Bob McCoy. 
BEACH/BOAT AMENITIES

Of interest to our community as a whole are various seasonal activities at the marina/beach. Two different boating activities are offered, a sunset cruise (on Friday evenings), costing $15 and free eco tours (on Mondays and Fridays). Also, starting February 1, “extended hours” at the beach is complimentary, occurring Sundays to catch the gorgeous sunsets that bathe our Pelican Landing beach. Get a group together, a bottle of wine and cheese, and make a very pleasant evening of it while sitting back and marveling at the scenery!

Also, please watch for notices from PLCA regarding the Beach Erosion report.  The Board of PLCA should be sending information about costs to renourish the beach and/or identify other beach options PLCA may consider based on researching costs for both.   Please be sure to let the UOC (Unit Owner Representative) or PLCA Board, know your opinion on this matter as it is very important to get input.  


SOCIALS AND SUCH

Wednesday has become the ‘Day to Play’ at Sandpiper Isle. Social chairman Vicki White has lined up a full range of activities for that day, and if January is any indication, Wednesdays have proven to be very popular with residents.

The first Wednesday of the month is “Game Night,” an evening of fun at the clubhouse with several types of games going on simultaneously! In January, those in attendance played bridge, Mexican Train dominoes and nickel-dime-quarter poker. The Wine Social (Sandpiper Wine Appreciation Group, or SWAGGERs) takes place on the second Wednesday. Members bring a wine from a particular region, an appetizer to accompany it, and then sit back and enjoy the fun! The third Wednesday is dedicated to “Happy Hour by the Pool,” a time when like-minded souls convene at the clubhouse at 3 p.m., bring a beverage (maybe a snack), meet other residents and engage in idle conversation. And the fourth Wednesday of the month is the major social – in January we had a Chili Cook-off, this month we featured a Mardi Gras.

CHILI COOKOFF

Seven couples entered their bowls of “red,” and all were DELICIOUS! All the attendees had the opportunity to vote, and in the end a sumptuous concoction made by Pat and Jack Lennon was judged the tastiest. Pat and Jack won $25 cash, a $10 gift certificate from Albertsons, and best of all, chili bragging rights for a whole year!  Pat and Dave Field’s pot was judged second-best and they were rewarded with $15. Taking third was the recipe of Judy and Tom Evert, who won $10. 

Our special thanks go to residents who helped set up the clubhouse for the event. And especially appreciated were the efforts of so many attendees who took the 15 minutes needed to straighten up the area afterwards.

Mardi Gras

The clubhouse was decorated like Bourbon Street as were the folks wearing “Hats” in Mardi Gras style.  Lots of food and even more desserts.  Fun was had by all.
 
DONATIONS OF CARD TABLES AND CHAIRS

Does anyone have card tables and chairs that they either don’t need, or don’t have storage room for in their home? If so, they are badly needed at the clubhouse. The recent Annual Meeting pointed out once again the need for seating. In addition, tables and chairs are in high demand at socials. The ones currently used belong to various residents that must be returned after each use, making quite a bit of work for the social committee (coordinating pick-up/returns). We need permanent ones so please call us if you have any you would be willing to donate.

Want to volunteer a little time to this neighborly activity? Call Vicki White at 221-7604.

‘HELP LIST’

More than a dozen people have already signed up to help with the various community activities when the first call went out at the Annual Meeting. But many more are needed. This group is comprised both informal as well as the professional (such as a plumber) to act as advisors and helpers, especially helpers.  Please contact us if interested.  

Meet your Board – Ken Strumm – Vice President

The road which led to Bonita Springs was a roundabout one, to say the least. It began in Ken Strumm’s home in the Philadelphia area and involved his dentist – yes, his dentist. It ended with Ken living in Pelican Landing, where he is one of the happiest residents in Sandpiper Isle.

Ken happened to be a close personal friend of the dentist, close enough that the gentleman offered his condo for a long weekend to the Strumms. The condo was in Naples at Pelican Bay. It was love at first sight - the Strumms were hooked. “I had never been to the Gulf Coast before,” says Ken, “and when I saw it, I was hoping we could afford to move here.”

What followed was a lengthy home-buying excursion in which the Strumms began house-hunting in Naples and slowly headed north. After rummaging around more than 30 developments, they finally reached “home.” Sandpiper Isle was exactly what they wanted, and the couple immediately settled into their winter residence. 

But Ken has been making these life decisions in a roundabout way most of his life. Take, for example, this one: he was visiting his parents in Arkansas when the events began to hurtle in domino fashion which would change his life forever.

He had met a gentleman in the Mountain Home area and was chatting with him and the young man’s mother. The mother found out Ken lived in Greater Philadelphia and excitedly produced a picture of a young woman from Berlin, Germany. A family member of the Arkansas lady had sponsored the young immigrant to come to America. Would Ken contact the young woman when he returned to Philly and give her greetings from the family?

Immediately, Ken’s male antenna went up. He was single, he was only 28 years old, and he was a friendly sort. His answer was obvious!

 

“When I saw the picture (good-looking chick!), I told her I would look up the girl for them,” Ken remembers. 

“The girl was Ursula – so I married the pretty fraulein!”

That was nearly 50 years ago, in 1959. The marriage took place, and now Ken and Ursula have moved to Sandpiper Isle, where they just recently became year-round residents. 

Ken was born and raised in the Philadelphia suburb of Chester went to college at William Jewell in Kansas City, Mo., where he attended for three years until he was drafted into the Army in 1954. Two years later he mustered out of the military and immediately went to work at IBM, where he served in administration his entire 35-year career. Along the way he finished his college degree requirements at Temple University. 

Ken retired from IBM in December of 1990 and he has, as he phrases it, “been unemployed since!” The couple moved their residence to the Poconos of Pennsylvania, but that was before they visited Southwest Florida. When they did, it didn’t take much to convince the Strumms to become a “two-residence” family. Finally, a year ago they took the plunge, selling their home in Pennsylvania and heading to Sandpiper Isle for good.

Civic-minded Ken headed the Sandpiper Isle infrastructure committee in 2001, then was elected to Board membership in 2003. His term ended in 2005, but he was elected again to the Board this spring.

What does this trim Sandpiper leader enjoy when he isn’t concentrating on conducting Sandpiper Isle business? He is immersed in the history of the old Philadelphia Athletics – the ’29 A’s were the greatest team ever, he asserts. But the A’s left Philadelphia long ago (1954), and he now is an avid Phillies fan. Ken also enjoys bridge, movies and listening to swing music and the blues. 

“My music collection has over 340 CDs,” he said, “from swing, blues, ballads, rock, dixieland, etc. – even a few long-hair classical CDs.  You name the artist and I probably have him or her!”

Like the way he chose his wife, the way he chose Sandpiper Isle, Ken Strumm refuses to do ANYTHING normally. 
