


SANDPIPER ISLE NEWSLETTER – 2cd QUARTER 2008
Two of Sandpiper Isle’s best-loved residents, Bob and Roselyn Baker, will soon be leaving us and moving back to the Greater Indianapolis area. The Bakers were among the first Sandpiper Isle residents and they have taken a leadership role in many community efforts that will have lasting effects.  They filled many countless roles, not only for Sandpiper Isle and the PLCA, but within the conservation arena during their long stay in this area.  We are hoping to raise contributions to fund a memento of our gratitude, something that will say appropriately, “Thanks for all that you have done for us.” We would like to present it to them in late March prior to closing their home.  If you wish to contribute, please see Elaine Feffe &/or call her at 498-2789 as soon as possible to contribute.  

MEETINGS

Upcoming Board Meetings (all begin at 3pm)

· March 18

· April 15

· May 13 (this changes/replaces the May 20th meeting date)

Activities

· March 26 (Wednesday) Monthly social @5:30pm- Theme: St. Pat’s Day

· April 23 (Wednesday) Monthly social @ 5:30pm-Cinco de Mayo

SIGN BOARD MOVED

The official sign-board you may have seen as you entered our community is in a new location. It previously was located inside the swimming pool area beside the clubhouse gate. However, it was noted that not everyone goes to the clubhouse or pool, and it is hoped that the new location will get more exposure from local residents.  As soon as the wood ‘weathers’ it will be painted.  

INSURANCE BIDS

The Board will be reviewing the building insurance over the next few months.  Discussions have taken place with  two brokers, and each will submit bids comparing 3 insurance firms to the BOD in April and decisions will be made before the current policy expires June 1st. 

LANDSCAPING 

We have changed landscaping companies. “Greenscapes,” who also serves our neighbor Palm Colony, has contracted to Sandpiper Isle for the upcoming year. The change will save approximately $9,000 over our previous contract.

They will be having a horticulturalist come monthly to do walk-throughs of our neighborhood, viewing condition and issues that sends reports to their staff, our managment company and BOD. 

Be a good neighbor-please help us….if you see a sprinkler head not working or problems with landscaping contact us.  Bob McCoy (bobmccoy@comcast.net) or Jack Lennon (jwlpal1@aol.com ).

At the same time, we have lost a dedicated worker, Judy Neyhart, who has resigned her position as Landscape Chairman. Judy has helped coordinate getting all the beautiful flowers and shrubs that surround the community as well as been liaison to the vendor for many years, and we are most grateful for everything she has done.

GOING GREEN – over the next several ‘billing quarters’ our CPA firm will be sending out notifications for your quarterly assessments via email and by regular mail.  For those who do not have emails we will continue to send out these notifications via mail, but by the end of 2008 we would like to eventually phase into email notification of assessments to all property owners with an email address on record.  

NOTE: The Board is encouraging residents to use the ACH (automated clearing house processing) – this an automatic payment from your checking account for your paying your quarterly dues. Please contact our CPA firm (refer to contact information listed above)

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

The 2006 Sandpiper Isle “Blue Book,” is in need of being updated.  It contained a summarization of basic rules and regulations of our community, a recap of landscaping guidelines as well as examples of our application forms. Since 2006 numerous items have been changed from management company/etc., to rules/etc.  A new handbook is being put together but will not be available right away. 

Pool-Spa signage:

It has been brought to the attention of the board that the Pool-Spa signage is not consistent with copy contained in the ‘blue book’.  The Board will be updating both to make them consistent.

Parking:

Parking spaces for guests have again become a concern during our peak season. There are several common-area parking spaces within the community and these spaces are primarily for guest parking.  Please be a good neighbor.

Application forms:

The address where you would send in your applications is incorrect on applications.  They need to be sent to Jack Erickson (from our management company-refer to his address as listed above. You can secure the revised forms through Jack Erickson.

NOTE: Residents, especially those who do not live here year-round, please remember to send in applications for any family/friend who may be visiting/staying in your home when you are not here.  You should be sending in a completed form to the management company notifying them accordingly. This is for your protection.   

MISCELLANOUS - 

Recycle pick up is Thursday and general trash on Fridays.  You may place outside the evening before.

Some residents are putting shutoff valves in their garages so they can shut off the water inside their condo when they are away.  Be sure the plumber leaves the outside spigot on so the cleaning and landscaping workers have access to the water.

Bed Bath and Beyond have a dryer cleanout kit for $20 that is very good for do it yourselfers to clean out the dryer vents.  Works great.  

Bob Schultz has offered to power-wash driveways for $30 each.  Call Bob when you need it done.  Some are getting pretty dark.

MEET YOUR BOARD – CHUCK RUSSELL

At home in Pittsburgh, he works everyday with problems as complex as that of rebuilding the infrastructure of Iraq. If he can figure out the complexities of projects such as that, Chuck Russell can certainly solve the problems of Sandpiper Isle.

Chuck and his wife, Jo Ann, have been residents of Sandpiper for four years, as well as maintaining their home in Pittsburgh. He was the immediate past president of the Sandpiper Isle community and is now serving as vice-president. He may be over-qualified for the job - he is, after all, a professional engineer. But he serves nonetheless, adding up budgets and handling community problems in between the more weighty national issues of how to rebuild Iraq – he is the project manager of that considerable task given to Chuck’s Pittsburgh firm.

A Pennsylvanian by birth, Chuck has a BSCE, MSCE and Master of Public Works degrees, all from the University of Pittsburgh. He is registered as a Professional Engineer, not just in Pennsylvania and Florida, but also in nine other states. Chuck and Jo Ann even lived in Mexico and Venezuela during work assignments. Today, Chuck is a Senior Vice President with Michael Baker Jr., Inc., a consulting firm in Pittsburgh.

Jo Ann was an executive secretary until the two were married, after which she devoted her time to raising the couple’s two sons - one who lives in Baltimore and the other in Charlotte. She then returned to her career when the boys enrolled in college, working at Passavant Medical Center in Pittsburgh. Chuck and Jo Ann also have three grandkids.

Property Management:
Jack Erickson

jack.erickson@comcast.net
239-595-7585

Maintenance Company:
Robert (Bob) Schultz









rbrtschultz@earthlink.net
239-821-83718 (cell)
CPA Firm:


Cheryl Deavers, CPA





3920 Bonita Springs, FL 34134

239-992-1973

Pest Control: 


Pursuit Pest Control  

Phone: 821-4599 (fax 261-2280) 

 jcurylo438@embarqmail.com
