Happy Holidays and, most importantly, Happy New Year!
 
Many have returned to Sandpiper Isle and the influx of residents has brought a new energy to our community! We trust that everyone had a pleasant summer/fall, both those who make their homes in Pelican Landing throughout the year as well as those who spent the summer and fall elsewhere.
 
We have meetings and a full slate of activities that have been planned for the upcoming season. We have our next Board meeting on Tuesday January 20th, at 3pm and our Annual meeting at the Clubhouse on Thursday January 29 at 3pm. We certainly urge everyone to be present at both. We need your participation.


Our social chairperson, Vicki White, has a complete schedule of social events – there will be an event every Wednesday during the season (see details below). And, something new in this perplexing financial market, we invited a financial professional to address us in March. 

Here are a few brief notes on items that occurred while residents were away. For more in-depth information you can log on to the website (http://www.sandpiperisle.net).  Hint: View current page information and association minutes as they will have more details.

Community enhancements:
Pool area - A new pool heater purchased from our reserves was installed and is working well (temperature in the pool has been well into the 80s!) New lounge chairs have arrived, thanks to Connie Haas and Jo Ann Russell !  A new large pool rules sign was installed this fall.
Fountain - Our lake fountain was in need of repair and has been fixed.
Landscaping - Maintenance has been ongoing throughout the summer/fall. Jack Lennon and Bob McCoy worked on and replaced several sprinklers.  Thanks to both for their hard work.  Trees/shrubs were trimmed, some replaced, and several new plantings on the horizon.  Please note a community walk-through is schedule for Thursday, January 8th, at 9 AM. Our landscaping partner will go through the community to review our landscaping needs.  It is very important for residents to participate, especially if you have concerns about your landscaping. PLEASE MEET AT 9AM AT THE CLUBHOUSE IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING THE WALK-THRU OR WANT TO POINT OUT ISSUES YOU MAY HAVE WITH LANDSCAPING!  If you cannot attend, please contact Bob McCoy if you want to pass along ideas about landscaping.
Cleaning issues: Bob McCoy is receiving competitive bids to replace our current cleaning service with another (based on summer performance).

Other maintenance: The mid-rise roof was power washed recently. Bids for painting SPI II are being finalized and painting should be done this winter.   Seal coating has been completed and the streets look great.  

Budgetary issues:
Reserves - Accounting reports all phases caught up except Sandpiper Isle II which is approximately $23,000 behind due to insurance. Some of this can be replaced by redirecting a good portion of this past summer’s repair efforts that should have come from reserves. Board reaffirms this. These repairs were to come from reserves.
Foreclosures…remain as previously reported. 
2009 Budget was approved by all Directors present with minor offsetting entries being made to Commons. Several volunteers have indicated they would be willing to help review financial postings/contracts/etc., our thanks to Roy Steel (who is a former CPA) and Judy Neyhart for their willingness to help review these budgetary/ledger items.

Socials
In order to have continuity, Sandpiper social activities will all be on WEDNESDAYS.  So mark your calendars accordingly.  Socials will be identified via announcements on the web site, newsletters, and signage at the clubhouse, main gate bulletin board and from time to time on your mail boxes. Below are the basic activities:
· 1st Wednesday - Game Night @ 7PM until ? (Games such as Poker, Mexican Train/etc. game tables) Join in on a fun night 
· 2nd Wednesday – SWAGGERS – Sandpiper Wine Appreciation Group.  Details regarding these evenings will be sent via EMAIL to residents who have registered (TO REGISTER FOR WINE GROUP YOU MUST SEND EMAIL TO georgelwhite@comcast.net).  Seating space is limited to about 28 for the wine gatherings, so after you registered, when you get your monthly notice please RSVP early. Attendees must bring a bottle of wine (under $20), and an appetizer that complements your wine and of course your own wine glass.   Bring a joke or two, and compete with Ken Strumm!
· 3rd Wednesday – HAPPY HOUR (3PM until ?) at the pool – BYOB and if you want, a snack 
· 4th Wednesday – Sandpiper Social for residents/guests begins 6pm; BYOB and a “side dish” – themes TBA at least the week prior. Notices will be posted on bulletin board/mail boxes on the THEMES FOR SOCIAL EVENTS.
Cost: A fee of $2.50 pp is collected for the Wine group (2nd Wednesday) as well as for the Socials on the 4th Wednesday event in order to cover expenses for set-up items such as plates/plastic ware-utensils/paper goods and nametags. Also, bring your loose change and participate in 50/50 ($5 for 10 tickets) and you might win some $$.  
 
Dates are subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances/conflicts. RSVPs are a must for 2nd and 4th Wednesday events in order to coordinate set-up.  Happy Hour and Game Nights will be “OPEN” events.  Just come join up with anyone who attends.  
 
Please look for announcements of the themes for the end of the month socials (4th Wednesday), i.e. January 28 will be a Chili Cook–Off. Prizes will be awarded for top chili dish!  So get together a team or bring your own crockpot.  Those that don’t wish to bring chili (enter their chili in the Cook-Off), come and bring a side dish that complements chili such as hot dogs or salad or dessert.  Must sign up early as space is limited for chili entries. 
 
Contact: Vicki White – 239-221-7604 for more details or to volunteer to help on social events or to provide suggestions for activities or social themes!   

Meet a BOARD MEMBER: 

Ever see a bird with a broken wing? Then you’ve seen Robert (Bob) Curtiss, who was forced to give up his love, his addiction of flying when he became 60 years of age.

Bob flew aircraft for United Airlines for 33 years, until he reached the retirement age mandated by the FAA. Starting with the 737 and going all the way to the 757 and 767, he loved living the life of a pilot. Now he’s comfortably settled into his “second life,” living in Sandpiper Isle with wife Shirley.

Curtiss, who was born in a small town approximately 45 miles north of Syracuse, N.Y., saw his life changed dramatically as a student at Syracuse University. It was there that he joined the Air Force ROTC, and consequently joined the Air Force upon graduation and became a C-141 pilot.

“It’s a good thing I went into the Air Force and became a pilot,” he says, “because I didn’t have much of a background for anything else. I majored in economics at Syracuse because that was the easiest to fill the squares in. I took ‘101’ of everything.”

After going to flight school for a year in Del Rio, Texas, Bob was assigned to Charleston, S.C., to fly the 141s. After serving 4 1/2 years in the military, he mustered out and began a lifelong love affair with commercial airlines. It began with his first job, and his ONLY job – flying for United Airlines.

Curtiss spent 27 years as an engineer, co-pilot and pilot on the 737. He spent three more years flying the 727, then flew 757s and 767s for his final three years with United.

“I could have a gone on to the 747, but I refused to fly an international route (which a 747 pilot would have had to do),” he said.

“I didn’t fly for money … I stayed domestic and had fun. I like ‘ups and downs’ (takeoffs and landings.) In 737s, I flew from Chicago to California. I never flew a transcontinental flight because I wasn’t in an airplane that could make it. Toward the end of my career, I flew some transcontinental flights, but I didn’t particularly care to sit up there for 5 ½ - 6 hours from Boston to LA. 

“I used to think 45 minutes was long enough to cruise. By the time my career ended, two hours was OK.” 

Bob’s wife, Shirley, was a flight attendant whom Bob met while both were based in Washington, D.C. For most of their married lives, though, the two have lived in the Cleveland area. Bob was based in Chicago and commuted back and forth. 

Days of drama? Bob remembers well the dark days of 9/11. It was a very personal tragedy because he had piloted one of the same flights 13 days earlier which crashed into the World Trade Center – United 175. And, 9/11 forced him to make the Cleveland-Chicago commute by car – the only time in his career he had to make that drive.

Bob and Shirley have two sons, and both are in the military. One is in a Navy SEAL, the other is in the Air Force flying KC-135s.

Bob and Shirley first visited the Bonita Beach area when they came with his parents – who lived in Lake Worth – to a rental high-rise in the Vanderbilt Beach area. Smitten by the sights, they returned to the west coast of Florida in 1996, landing in Tampa and driving south. They searched for a second home, then returned in 1997.

They eventually engaged a realtor in Naples and gave their criteria – Shirley didn’t want a bedroom on the ground floor, Bob didn’t want a bedroom on the top floor. “We went tooling around, going from Naples to Fort Myers, and by chance we passed by here,” Bob said. “The builder was trying to close out the mid-rise here in Sandpiper Isle. He only had three or four units left, we told him what he would have to do to get us to sign a contract – and he did it!”

They wound up on the third floor, making both Shirley AND Bob happy. That was in ’97, and the Curtiss’s have been happy ever since. They return to their home in the Cleveland area in the summer, but he says they have become totally comfortable with their residence in Sandpiper Isle.

