Well, another very busy winter season has passed. The seal coating that was completed in November set the stage for sprucing up our neighborhood.  A lot of other improvements took place as you will see in our recap below.  We also had very busy days at the pool and a lot of work has been done on the pool and spa. Our clubhouse was used for numerous private parties this season.

By the way, we appreciate those who followed procedures by sending in their deposit and clubhouse request for use form to reserve it.  As a quick reminder, if clubhouse parking is full, please inform guests who may be parking, to park along the road and not on the grass as they could damage the sprinkler heads.

Just a couple of other reminders:  While many residents have left, and for those who are preparing to leave for the summer and fall season, please be sure to close your unit down and prepare it accordingly.  You can refer to the pages in your handbook and/or documents for such information (handbook is also located on the website for quick reference).  

With economy still in such uncertainty, we just want to remind everyone that we are now offering residents the opportunity to pay their association fees by ACH (direct bank pay) and can do it monthly (or quarterly).  Speaking of ways to save, we had one resident research rates comparing their current auto and condo insurance.   By doing so, they were able to save more that 50% in their annual rate on each – getting equal or better coverage.  It might be wise to shop and compare.

Maintenance –
·  Roofs have been power -washed on all the four-plexes and all have been painted at a cost of a little over $43,000 out of their painting reserves.
· 38 new lights are up and caulked on buildings E & F replacing the old disintegrating plastic ones, thanks to Bob McCoy.  All new 13w soft white bulbs are being put into the clubhouse.
Landscaping report:
· Grass replacement promised soon.
· Bottle brush trees will be cut back from hanging over pool deck.
· Palm trees will be trimmed the first of August.
· Mulch scheduled for early November.

· Five separate shrub replacement orders are being scheduled now.
· The fountain is finally repaired after a month of being down; that should help rid algae that is extra strong due to the fountain being down. 
Pool – The pool and spa have had numerous repairs since last fall, such as:  Two electric heat pumps have replaced two broken heaters, leaks have been found and repaired as well as the recent skimmer cracks.  Both pool and spa should be in good shape. 
Cleaning – Desantis, our new cleaning company, has replaced the clubhouse lights with 13w bulbs. He will be cleaning the mid-rise lights.  He has also cleaned B&C buildings including lights (high and low). He seems to be doing a good cleaning job thus far. 
· Cleaning is scheduled at the clubhouse and mid-rise on Tuesdays and Fridays, and as needed basis on ten-plexes and four-plexes.
Bug - All 100 doorways will be sprayed for spiders in May and September for spiders for ten-plexes and four-plexes.  Remember, if you have bugs inside your condo, you can have Pursuit Pest Control for such as part of Sandpiper Isle.  Phone number is 239 821-4599 or email: jcurlylo438@embarqmail.com
Budget Planning – The following is the budget planning process:  Our association manager (Jack Erickson) will send a budget planning notice to the Board in September.  The Board will work on the budget and will subsequently approve a proposed budget at the October Board meeting.  This proposed Budget will be sent to residents following the October Board meeting.  Residents who want to comment on it must do so prior to or at the November Board meeting. The Board, upon approval at the November Board meeting, will send the residents a copy of the approved budget along with their next quarterly association dues.

Socials - We held 4 socials (January/February, March and May); after covering costs we have over $250 in the “kitty”.  We held 4 wine socials (January, Feb, 2 in March and 1 in April) and we have $116.  We will do 2 more socials between June and September.  The wine group continues to meet monthly during the summer by having Sandpiper residents invite ‘guests’.  Three tables and 24 chairs were purchased for the clubhouse and have been well received.

Connie Haas

You probably knew someone just like her. She was a high school English teacher, and you just know that she was well-liked, judging by her personality. Her name is Connie Haas, she has more energy than just about anybody in Sandpiper Isle, yet she insists that she is retired.  Do you believe her? No, didn't think so.

Connie insists it's true, that she was a teacher for 34 years in the Chicago area. In addition to instructing high schoolers in English, she taught Language Arts to eighth graders. "I was fortunate," she says in a rare moment of seriousness, "to do what I loved."

She might have been - oh, a move star, a Goldie Hawn type, perhaps a standout in the business world. She might have competed in any one of a number of professions. 

"But who had the time?" she asks. Who, indeed? 

 Connie was raised on the north side of Chicago and later raised her family in the suburb of Barrington.    She lists three universities among the trio she attended - her BA in English came from Illinois College, her masters degree in education came from St. Xavier, and her Certification of Gifted Education was from Northern Illinois. Yes, she instructed gifted students. But she wouldn't use the term "gifted" - "I never let the students use that word," she says. "I wanted to keep everyone grounded - I didn't want them to make a distinction such as 'gifted.'"

She has two children of her own - a daughter, Corinne, who lives in Chicago and was trained as an artist and documentary photographer; and a son, Ryan, an owner of a swimming pool service company who lives in Sarasota. Each has presented Connie with grandchildren.

What brought her to Florida? "Cold winters with snow and ice sculptures on my windshield," she said wryly of those cold, dark days in the City of Big Shoulders. Still, she feels an attachment to the area. She is still "a city girl who needs a big-city fix on a regular basis. I'm still adjusting to the wild - and somewhat dangerous - nature here in Florida."

In 2004 Connie bought her condo in Sandpiper Isle, long before it was completed. "I had been to Naples for three days one summer and fell in love with southwest Florida. I bought from a brochure, sight unseen, and came down to pick out tiles, cabinets, etc.  

"Upon arrival, I figured I sure made the right decision, and then I could hardly wait the five months until the building was finished." 

She has busied herself with numerous activities since she arrived at Sandpiper Isle - she joined the Garden Club, the Bird-watching Club, she loves working out, going to the community center for yoga, swings by regularly to the pool for a little swim, and enjoys going to the Big Hickory beach. She belongs to the Sandpiper Isle wine club, the SWAGGERS, is a regular at Pelican Landing's Cocktails on the Patio, reads good books and enjoys watching movies. And still, she has plenty of time just for "socializing," she says, "and of course, shopping."  To this lengthy list of activities, she has added one more - a recently installed member of the Sandpiper Isle Board of Directors. 

Yes, there are lots of responsibilities.  And yes, she looked around for someone else to do it. But she finally decided to do it herself "when I didn't have an excuse not to," said Connie.  

"And besides, I'm retired now, I have nothing but time ... " Yes, life is good, she says. And for that matter, so is laughter - lots of laughter.  "Humor," she points out, "is the key to a good life!"

